
May the Lord give you Peace! January 18, 2023

Minister’s Message
Happy New Year to all.  It may only be a change in the calendar but 
there is always excitement in the air as we start the new year and 
consider a fresh start. Which points me to our Rule (always the 
Rule) which says "let them conform their thoughts and deeds to 
those of Christ by means of radical interior change which the 
gospel itself calls ‘conversion.' Human frailty makes it necessary for 
this conversion be carried out daily." (Article 7). So as we start fresh 
with the new year, recall that we are also called to start afresh each 
day.  

As we start this new year let us continue to live out our Rule and 
work to build our fraternal community. Let's use the beginning of 
the year as a good time to reflect on what living in Fraternity means 
to each of us and carry out our conversion daily to better ourselves 
and our Fraternity and to lead each other to Christ.  

Peace,  John Abendroth, OFS  
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Upcoming Dates 

Wednesday, Jan 25  
6:00 pm  

Regular Meeting 

Saturday, Feb 11 
9:00 am 

Regular Meeting 

Liturgy of the Hours 

Christian Prayer pages  

EP Jan 25: p 1071, 1394 
Feast of Conversion of St 

Paul 

MP, Feb 11:  p 770, 1372 
Saturday weekday, or Our 

Lady of Lourdes 
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Spiritual Assistant’s Message
‘DO GOOD; SEEK JUSTICE.” 
On January 18, the week of prayer for Christian Unity begins and 
continues through January 25, the feast of the Conversion of Saint 
Paul.  
This week sometimes goes without mention or notice in our Catholic 
communities but it resonates strongly with our Franciscan tradition 
of fraternity and international peace. 
This year’s theme, taken from the first chapter of the Book of Isaiah, 
reflects the prophet’s concern for the oppressed who suffer from 
injustice and inequality fed by hypocrisy that leads to disunity.  He 
teaches that God requires righteousness and justice from all of us, to 
create the peace and unity that God desires.  These virtues originate 
in God’s love for all, and racism runs counter to this vision.   
Pope Francis has demonstrated this in his encyclical “Fratelli Tutti” 
and has also encouraged us to reflect on our unity with each other – 
especially during these days of prayer.  Maybe the words of 
Reverend Doctor Howard Thurman, who was the spiritual advisor to 
Reverend Doctor Martin Luther King, can give us another 
perspective on what Pope Francis has written.  In the book “ Jesus 
and the Disinherited”, he states …”we must proclaim the truth that all 
life is one and that we are all of us tied together.  Therefore, it is 
mandatory that we work for a society in which the least person can 
find refuge and refreshment.  You must lay your lives on the altar of 
social change so that wherever you are, there the kingdom of God is 
at hand.” 
So we Franciscans respond:  Lord, make us instruments of your 
peace…where there is hatred, let us sow love… 
Let us pray that all may be one… 

Brother Conrad, O.F.M. 

N.B.  The USCCB website has many ideas for personal prayer and 
reflection during these days.  Also, read the history of the movement 
and how it was started by….Franciscans! 
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Upcoming Meeting 
Information 

We will meet in person in the 
San Damiano Chapel for Mass  
or Liturgy of the Hours and 
then move to a classroom for 
formation and business.  
Check-in and light meal to 
follow in Campus Ministry 
 

Pope Francis’ Prayer 
Intention for January 

For educators

 
We pray that educators may 
be credible witnesses, 
teaching fraternity rather 
than competition and helping 
the youngest and most 
vulnerable above all.
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Formation 
Hi, All, 

My installment today is more business/informative. There are a few things that I would like to share, and this 
seems the best way. 

The Queen of Peace region offers a quarterly (mostly) workshop featuring Franciscan topics. It is a zoom 
meeting, 0930-1100, on a Saturday morning. 
So far for 2023, there is one scheduled for January 28 and April 1. The first workshop is entitled “Franciscan 
Formation Mile Markers,” and deals with what we should know and understand about being a Secular 
Franciscan throughout the initial formation process. The April offering is “A Formation Lenten Mini- Retreat: 
Incorporating Franciscan Prayer, Reflections and Sacred Art.” An email with the zoom information will be sent 
out from regional 1-2 days before the workshop/retreat. I will sure be in attendance, but this is offered for all 
members of the fraternity. If you would be interested, please let me know and I will be sure that I forward the 
zoom link information to you when I receive it. If you do not have zoom capabilities, we can arrange to meet 
at Viterbo somewhere and link in to the program together. I have participated in one of these last year, and 
found it helpful. 

As I was organizing the topics that were covered last year, I was reminded that we had our fraternity retreat 
in June. That time, this year, will be here before we know it. It is not too soon to be thinking about a theme. 
Please let me know if there is anything that you would like to have covered. Regardless if it covers a whole 
day or 1 hour, if it is something that you have an interest in or a question about, it is worthwhile to present. 

My last question: It has finally dawned on me that in St. Francis’ Canticle of the Creatures, he does not 
mention Life. He does not give it a name (like he does for Brother Sun or Sister Death.) He does identify with 
a way to live, for those who bear infirmity and tribulation, but no specific identifier for Life. I wonder why? So 
far in my search, I have not come up with this. Can any of you bring me closer to this answer? 

Peace,  

Peggy OFS 

JPIC Corner
JPIC (Justice, Peace, and Integrity of Creation)  

During our recent trip down to Texas I realized, again, that we were very close to the “border crisis”.  We hear 
that term practically every day in the news and on the radio.  Somedays I hardly garnish up a single thought 
of the hardship that immigrants face on a daily basis.  However, when you are in such close proximity to the 
crisis you think of in a totally different perspective.  

Here are some stories that were compiled by Donna Hollis, OFS, as she hosted various families awaiting 
placement here in the U.S. at Holy Cross Retreat Center. Her stories are riveting, the families stories are 
harrowing.  As we are reminded as we gather for ongoing formation:  “Love does not care if a brother or 
sister in need comes from one place or another…Jesus asks us not to decide who is close enough to be our 
neighbor, but rather that we become neighbor to all.” (Fratelli Tutti Chapter. 2)
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      “A young mother pled for her oldest daughter who was detained at the border because she was 18 years 
old ; she was considered an adult. The mother was released with her younger child but the older daughter 
had to stay in detention. There were lawyers who volunteered to help those that needed legal advice while 
in detention. 

The mother stayed at our hospitality site, broken hearted by the separation of her oldest daughter. Since 
refugees are only given a short time to arrive at their destination; she continued on her journey by bus. The 
detained daughter who had legal help was released and eventually she was reunited with her family, but the 
pain and suffering remains through the time of  separation.”

     “When we took in a mother and son at the retreat center, they were there only a few days before we took 
them to the bus station so they could continue  to their destination.  It was then the mother told us that she 
got word the evening before that her younger son who stayed behind with family in their Country was shot 
and killed . She had to choose to either go back and mourn/bury her son, knowing they would not be able 
to return to the U.S. or she could choose to continue the journey with her elder son and have a better life 
without threats and violence. Out of a mother’s love she chose to continue the journey with her elder son to 
give him a better life leaving the heartache to heal in time and keep moving forward. “

     “Two young father’s came to stay with us and their two teen age daughters.  The drug cartel in their 
Country wanted to ‘buy’ their daughters and use them for sex trafficking. The girls told of their plight in 
escaping from the men who wanted to kidnap them and how they managed to get away from them. The 
fathers were told they would kill them if they didn’t hand them over. In the night the fathers took their 
daughters and made it to the Mexican border, where they crossed and then came to stay with us. “

“ The journey is perilous, dangerous and full of fear of what will happen to the refugees.  One such young 
lady was raped by a border patrol agent as she was traveling through a border just to get away from the 
violence and meet up with her husband who was already in the U.S. By the time she came to us she was in 
tears fearing how she would have to tell her husband that she is now pregnant and it isn’t his child.  We 
comforted her and called her husband to let them talk together.  Many hearts have been broken through the 
journey, yet in spite of the danger, they continue on in order to live in safety and begin a new life without 
threats.”

May we continue to pray for a compassionate solution to our “border crisis”. 

Kevin OFS 

Treasury Notes
Thank you, everyone, for your very generous financial support of Tau Shalom throughout 2022.  The final 
tally of our income and expenditures was shared by email to all of the members, and printed copies were 
made available at our January 14 gathering.  In summary, our Common Fund collection throughout 2022 
totaled $2997.42, and our expenses totaled $2819.23.  Considering that we had started the year with 
money in our bank account, we concluded 2022 with a balance of $1522.16 in our checking account and 
$5.00 in savings.  The 2023 draft Budget was presented at the January 14 meeting (shared in advance by 
email).  No amendments to the budget were proposed, and with a quorum present, the professed members 
approved the budget.  If members who were not present wish to propose amendments to the budget, they 
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may be incorporated as long as any additional amounts do not exceed 10% of the anticipated Common 
Fund receipts.  The budget may be revisited mid-year to make any necessary adjustments. 

A reminder: you may make your contributions by cash, check or Venmo.  The Venmo user name is Mary 
Seger (@TaushalomLaCrosse).  If your contribution is for something other than the Common Fund, please let 
Mary know by phone or email how to apply it.  

Birthdays and Profession Anniversaries

Peggy Dubois - Birthday, January 17 

The Rule of the Secular Franciscan Order - Article 11
11. Trusting the Father, Christ chose for Himself and His mother a poor and humble life, even though He 
valued created things attentively and lovingly. Let the Secular Franciscans seek a proper spirit of detachment 
from temporal goods by simplifying their own material needs. Let them be mindful that according to the 
gospel they are stewards of the goods received for the benefit of God's children. 

Thus, in the spirit of the Beatitudes, and as pilgrims and strangers on their way to the home of the Father, 
they should strive to purify their hearts from every tendency and yearning for possession and power. 

Article 11 Stuff!!! I have too much stuff!!!! But my problem is that I feel great guilt in throwing things 
away, because I think 'someday' ‘someone’ is going to need it and I will be able to supply it! What do 
you have too much of? What are you doing about it? What are you having trouble detaching yourself 
from? Are you using your stuff wisely for God's service and glory, or for your own?  

Used with permission from Tau-Daily.  Receive a daily email featuring, in monthly rotation, The Rule of 
the Secular Franciscan Order, the Admonitions of St. Francis, an article from the OFS General Constitutions, 
the USA National Statutes, Little Flowers of St. Francis, a Franciscan quote, and additionally, the Franciscan 
saint of the day. (This is not a discussion list.) To subscribe, send a blank email to: 
TAU-Daily- subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
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Welcome Barb!
On December 10, we welcomed Barb Winters-Kelly into Inquiry at Tau Shalom.  We recognize in particular 
Barb’s commitment to life in fraternity, considering her long commute from Iowa to join us, and overcoming 
health challenges over the past year.  Congratulations and welcome! 
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Barb Winters-Kelly, Minister John, Spiritual Assistant Father Conrad, Formation Director Peggy.
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Grace Notes
MURMURATION 

I’m sure you have all noticed out in the countryside huge flocks of birds flying in unison in some elegantly 
choreographed dance.  Starlings are particularly noted for this behavior, and in their case, this dance is 
called a “murmuration” recalling the hushed murmur of flapping wings.  Why do they do this?  Possibly for 
protection from predator birds who understandably would be confused and disoriented by the swirling 
mass of starlings; or maybe to point out the best place to roost for the night.  Or possibly, God just found 
this to be a particularly beautiful aspect of creation to enjoy.  How do thousands of birds coordinate 
themselves in this beautiful dance?  Interestingly, scientists and observers have determined that the 
individual birds don’t need to track the movements of all the other birds in the flock, but only the 
movements of their SEVEN nearest neighbors.   

What a fine little metaphor for life within the Church! It is so easy to become overwhelmed by the “Big 
Picture” and its problems.  We are not tasked with “saving the world” by taking on the big picture, which 
would quickly discourage us.  Instead, we are called first to influence and be influenced by the “little church,” 
our nearest neighbors.   

“In their family, they should cultivate the Franciscan spirit of peace, fidelity and respect for life…” (Article 17). 
“The local fraternity…becomes the basic unit of the whole Order, and a visible sign of the Church, the 
community of love.” (Article 22).   

Enjoy this little interlude from the UK…. Video 

Mary, OFS
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Photo by John Yunker on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@jyunker?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/JwbKeN5wBME?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://youtu.be/2vqYVGvaWQQ
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